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With a protest march on cam-
pus the other day, students at Central 
Connecticut State University in New 
Britain showed the world that they hav-
en’t learned what even kids in elemen-
tary school might be expected to know.

The students demanded that the uni-
versity administration investigate a 
fellow student’s complaint of sexual 
assault that had not yet been made 
formally to any police agency or to the 
university itself.

Instead, the accusation had been 
made by the complainant only on a 
social media internet site, TikTok, which 
may be best known for posting videos 
encouraging young people to do stupid, 
dangerous, damaging, and even crimi-
nal things to get attention, the infamous 
“TikTok challenges.”

As it turned out, the university had 
heard of the accusation on TikTok prior 
to the student protest march and already 
had hired some outsiders to investigate, 
the campus police and New Britain 
police apparently being considered 
incompetent.

Having handled the matter in such a 
strange way, the university was in no 
position to remind the student protesters 
that if you want the authorities to act 
against crime, the first thing to do is to 
report it to them. Central’s campus is 
dotted with emergency telephone stations, 
and most young people these days would 
leave home in the morning without their 
shoes before they left without their mobile 
phones. But of course holding a protest 
march before there is anything to protest 
provides a rush of self-righteousness.

—
ANOTHER ABORTION PHONY: 

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, the 
Democrat seeking election to a third 
term, isn’t the only candidate for senator 
who is dissembling on the abortion issue. 
Blumenthal says his abortion legisla-
tion in Congress, the Women’s Health 
Protection Act, would simply put into 
federal law the policy articulated by the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Roe 
v. Wade. But the Roe decision held that 
states properly could prohibit or regulate 
abortion after the viability of the unborn 
child, while Blumenthal’s legislation 
would prohibit states from restriction 
abortion at any stage of pregnancy.

Blumenthal’s Republican challenger, 
Leora Levy, recently deflected a request 
from Connecticut’s Hearst newspapers 
to say what she thinks about South 
Carolina Republican Sen. Lindsey 
Graham’s legislation to outlaw abor-
tions nationally after 15 weeks of ges-
tation. Levy used to support abortion 
rights. But during the primary campaign 
for the Republican Senate nomination, 
Levy declared herself to be completely 
anti-abortion and explained in detail 
why she had changed her mind. Now 
she seems to be changing her mind 
again.

“I am personally pro-life and I sup-
port exceptions for rape, incest, and the 
life of the mother,” she said in response 
to the inquiry from the Hearst papers 
about Graham’s legislation. “When I am 
elected to the Senate, I will be account-
able to the people of Connecticut for my 
votes and positions.”

That is, fervent opposition to abor-

tion is helpful in winning a Republican
primary but not in winning an election.
Levy is so principled on abortion that
she now wishes the issue would just go
away. Yes, Levy will be accountable for
her positions after the election — when
it’s too late for voters to do anything 
about being misled.

—
ERASING ACCOUNTABILITY:

Erasing criminal records, thereby
diminishing accountability from crimi-
nals, and increasing accountability from
police officers have become great causes
on the political left in Connecticut. The
resolution of a recent case in Hartford
Superior Court showed that the first 
cause can defeat the latter.

Over the objections of a prosecu-
tor, Superior Court Judge Stephanie A.
Damiani admitted a former Glastonbury
police lieutenant, Kevin Troy, to two
diversionary programs as he faced
charges of drunken driving and interfer-
ing with police. Troy had gotten drunk,
caused a rollover crash in Enfield, and
then lied to police about it, telling them
that someone else had been driving.
Troy’s completion of the programs will
erase the records of his offenses.

Troy retired from the Glastonbury
department after his arrest but is only 49
and might seek to return to police work
elsewhere. With his criminal record 
erased, a big impediment to that will be
out of the way.

—
Chris Powell is a columnist for the

Journal Inquirer

Reporting rape claim to police 
should have preceded protest
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Readers believe Turco is 
right choice for State Rep

In tough economic times, it is reassuring that State 
Representative Gary Turco, State Representative Kate Farrar, 
and State Senator Matt Lesser are doing everything they can 
to hold down costs and make Connecticut more affordable 
for all.

Our legislators passed the largest package of tax cuts in 
state history. They capped local car tax rates in communities 
like Newington that have high mill rates. When gas prices 
shot up, they voted to suspend the gas tax. Gary, Kate, and 
Matt voted to open up the state tax credit for local property 
taxes to more filers, and they increased it from $200 to $300.

Gary, Kate, and Matt worked to hold down healthcare 
costs. They expanded access to HUSKY (Medicaid) to more 
low-income residents, and they created CoveredCT, which 
provides no-cost healthcare to those who make too much for 
HUSKY but are unable to afford plans on our state’s health 
insurance exchange. Thanks to our legislators’ leadership, 
key screenings for breast and ovarian cancers will be avail-
able without copays or deductibles.

Our legislators have implemented multiple programs and 
policies that keep costs in check for working families. They 
voted to give $250 child tax rebates to our state’s low- and 
middle-income families. Gary and Matt were strong support-
ers of our state’s Paid Family and Medical Leave program. 
Kate, who had not yet been elected, was a key advocate for 
its passage. Because all three recognize that families need 
affordable, accessible childcare, they voted to invest in child-
care centers and to fund subsidies for families who most need 
them.

Gary, Kate, and Matt are keeping costs in check for 
students and seniors. They created and funded debt-free com-
munity college and free workforce training programs. For 
seniors, they sped up the elimination of state income taxes on 
pensions and annuities for most filers.

Gary Turco, Kate Farrar, and Matt Lesser are working hard 
to make our state more affordable for all. On November 8th, 
they deserve our continued support.

Terri LaPenta-Duffek
Newington

Gary Turco has earned my continued support for State 
Representative because he stands up for quality, affordable 
healthcare for all. We need strong leaders like Gary who we 
can count on to be our voice in the fight against insurance 
executives’ greed.

Early detection of cancer saves lives. That’s why Gary 
led the passage of bills expanding coverage for screening 
and diagnosis of breast and ovarian cancers. Women in 
Connecticut will now be able to get these critical screenings 
without having to worry about copays or deductibles. 

Gary knows how important it is to protect our care. Thanks 
to Gary’s leadership, essential health benefits are protected 
in our state. Additional legislation protected coverage for 
pre-existing conditions for over 500,000 Connecticut resi-
dents. These moves were a proactive step against any future 
overreach by Congress or the Supreme Court. 

Gary voted to extend affordable coverage to thousands in 
our state. Pregnant women on HUSKY Health insurance will 
now be covered for a full year after giving birth. Democrats 
also created Covered CT, which extends coverage to those 
who make too much to qualify for HUSKY but are unable to 
afford plans on the health insurance exchange. 

Gary and other Democrats took on medical price gouging 
when they capped the cost of insulin and related supplies. 
At the height of the pandemic, this savings was a lifeline for 
thousands. 

In Connecticut, insurers can’t sell the “junk” health insur-
ance plans that are available in other states. Gary and other 
Democratic leaders banned the sale of these predatory plans, 
which have limited benefits and severe coverage restrictions. 
Thanks to their efforts, Connecticut residents will no longer 
fall victim to this scheme. 

The evidence is clear—we can count on Gary Turco to 
fight for quality, affordable healthcare for all. This is one of 
the many reasons I will cast my vote to re-elect Gary Turco 
on November 8.

Eileen Francolino
Newington Moving NB forward 

requires Charter changes
On November 8 New Britain vot-

ers will head to the polls to not only 
decide who they want as their newly 
elected state leaders, but there will also 
be two questions regarding amending 
our city’s Charter.

As somebody who has worked in 
multiple municipalities over the years, 
I would strongly encourage voters to 
accept the proposed amendments and 
help New Britain adopt 21st-century 
public administration best practices.  

A lot of the recent chatter I’ve heard 
around town has been related to the 
process of how the final questions 
are structured and presented — those 
discussions absolutely have merit. 
Personally, Treasurer Danny Salerno’s 
approach of considering that question 
two be separated into a third question 
or more detailed provided would have 
given the greatest level of transparen-
cy for voters. However, the Common 
Council (the Council) has decided and 
we must now turn the substance of 
these proposed amendments. 

Question #1 deals with the Council 
representation and ensuring minority 
party representation. As our represen-
tative democracy evolves, and minor 
parties take root across our nation and 
state, ensuring that there is a broad 
cross-section of opinions will only 
enhance the Council meetings and 
encourage stronger coalition building, 
which in turn, will lead to better and 
stronger public policy. 

Question #2 is a “catch-
all” amendment that lumps 
together “administrative questions” 
— (a) civil service appointments of a 
Chief Administrative Officer, Town/
City Clerk, and Collector of Taxes and 
Revenue, and (b) ensures a continuing 
review process of our City’s charter 
to make sure that we are staying up to 
date with best practices. The passage 
of this question will provide greater 
governance stability in City Hall from 
administration to administration and 
will continue the state-wide objective 
that towns have been moving towards 
of professionalizing their municipal 
staff.  

The questions which face our com-
munity are critical to ensuring the 

growth of our community and continu-
ing to uphold key values of Mayor Erin
Stewart’s administration: accountabili-
ty, transparency, problem-solving, and
electoral competition. I urge my fel-
low residents to vote Yes on Charter
Revisions.

John Board
Previously served in the

Erin Stewart administration

Vote for Henri Martin
I have known Henri Martin for

many years and have great respect
for Henri as a leader in our com-
munity. 

Henri is a great leader and he is
compassionate and caring to the
people of Bristol. 

Combine these wonderful traits 
with his ability to lead and represent
Bristol at the state capitol and we
have the perfect candidate in Henri
Martin for our senator. 

Please support Henri and vote
“Henri Martin for State Senate.”

Linda Breault
Bristol
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