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Give us the info we 
need, New Britain

Support Cooley in 22nd
Francis Rexford Cooley has all the 

tools to represent the 22nd District. 
The district is comprised of Plainville 
and portions of Farmington and 
Southington.

Francis is an educator who under-
stands the issues our public education 
system is facing. As stated in a recent 
interview, “The foundations of a solid 
education have been ignored,” he said. 
“Phonics, the bedrock upon which 
literacy rises, has become passé to the 
educational establishment. A return to 
teaching the fundamental basics of 
education will serve students to get 
jobs and be successful much better 
than the monetary education fad of 
the day.”

Beyond the current education 
debate, Francis has a comprehensive 
understanding of the economic crisis 
our state currently faces. As he noted. 
“Connecticut and the United States 
face a myriad of issues from runaway 
inflation to the crisis at the border,” he 
said. “My campaign focuses on what 
I view as three major issues facing 
Plainville and all of Connecticut – 
taxes and the cost of living and doing 
business in the state, education and 
rampant crime.”

Please join me and cast your vote for 
Francis Rexford Cooley on November 
8 – our future depends on strong 
leadership and a representative who 
understands the challenges ahead.

Kathy Pugliese

Vote for Ancona
As Election Day approaches, we 

have important decisions to make 
about who we want representing us. 
One of the lower profile positions on 
the ballot is that of Probate Judge.  I 
can assure you, that if you are ever 
in need of the services of our Probate 
Judge to help you navigate the difficult 
times following the death of a loved 
one, it is imperative that the right 
person be in this position. I have no 
doubt that Ben Ancona is the right per-
son.  Anyone who knows Ben, knows 
that he goes out of his way to help 
everyone around him with advice, a 
listening ear, or just an honest opinion.  
He is an accomplished attorney, and 
possesses the ethical traits necessary 
for the position of probate judge. He 
will ensure that everyone is represent-
ed fairly  and judicially while folding 
in the compassion and caring that fam-
ilies need. I have known Ben for many 
years and without hesitation endorse 
him for the position of Probate Judge.

Please join me on November 8, 
and vote for Ben Ancona for Probate 
Judge.  

Beth A. DelBuono
Mayor, Town of Newington

Re-elect Martin
As we approach the November 8th 

election, I ask the voters 0f the 31st 
District to vote for Henri Martin.

Henri has been a steadfast represen-
tative for our district and continues 
to deliver on promises made to his 
constituents. Henri led the charge to 

defeat an attempt to institute tolls on 
our state roads. He along with other 
dedicated state officials never gave up 
on a campaign to keep Connecticut 
free of innumerable tolling locations 
within our borders.

He has always held to his principles 
of smaller government and less taxa-
tion on our residents and businesses. 
His commitment to supporting busi-
ness has remained steady throughout 
his tenure.  Henri’s support of work-
force development and apprenticeship 
programs along with reinstating fund-
ing for Honor Guards at veterans’ 
funerals demonstrates his wide range 
of care for all citizens.

Please be sure to vote Tuesday 
November 8 and cast your support for 
Senator Henri Martin – a trusted voice 
and champion for our community.

Kathy Pugliese

Capello is right choice
As the November 8 election 

approaches, we all struggle to make 
sense of the nonsense.  I would like to 
tell you a little about the Nancy Capello 
that I have come to know and respect.  
Nancy owns her own small business 
and is a single mom.  She understands 
the issues that real people deal with 
every day. As such, she disagrees with 
excessive taxation in our state as tax 
and spend policies take over.  She 
would fight for immediate tax relief 
by reducing sales tax to 5.99% and 
cutting income tax to 4% for those 
making under $75K.  She’s not afraid 
to fight against those who have been 
in office for what seems like forever 
and do what’s right for Newington.  
She recognizes that our community 
is struggling with increased crime, 
while retention of police officers is 
also an issue.  She proposes that proper 
funding  be provided to local com-
munities for police recruitment and 
hiring gaps.  For all of these reasons 
and so many more, I whole-hearted-
ly endorse Nancy Capello for State 
Representative and hope you all will 
come out to vote for her and the entire 
Republican team this November 8. 

Beth A. DelBuono
Mayor

Choose VanGorder
My name is Ernie Pitti and I reside 

at 65 Palmorr Place in Bristol.  I’ve 
lived in Bristol for about 9 years now 
and am happy to consider myself as 
one of Jen VanGorder’s friends.  It’s 
not because we live near each other 
‘cause we don’t except for both of 
us living in Bristol.  it’s not because 
our kids go to school or play togeth-
er ‘cause they do not. So you may 
wonder, why am I so excited to count 
her as one of my friends, and the 
best candidate for the office of State 
Representative? It’s simply because 
I’m a good judge of character and am 
impressed not only by her energy and 
drive but mostly by her honesty and 
commitment to not only her family but 
the families of every one in her district.  
She is not the typical polished, emp-
tied headed, ambitionless politician I 
have come across during my 75 years 

on the planet; rather the embodiment
of exactly what she says she is, “just a
mom who cares!” And because of this,
Jennifer VanGorder has the energy and
determination required by every par-
ent to work tirelessly to help provide
all the parents and their children not 
only a better life but a voice to speak
up for ALL parents’ rights!.  I only
wish I lived in her district, because if
I did, Jennifer VanGorfer would be 
my choice for State Representative for
the 79th District, EVERY DAY, ALL
DAY!

Ernie Pitti
Bristol

Vote for Martinez
I am writing this letter in support

of Rebecca Martinez for the 22nd
District’s State Representative. Mrs.
Martinez continues to advocate for
the children and families of Plainville
through many avenues including but
not limited to sitting on the Board of
Education. She was a driving force
in getting the Wheeler School ren-
ovation passed. Mrs. Martinez has 
advocated in Hartford for Plainville
Family Resource Network funding. 
She is actively involved in the schools
and is always willing to roll up her
sleeves and help. I live in Plainville
with 2 children so having someone
who will support the children of the 
22nd District is very important to me.
I know Mrs. Martinez will continue to 
do this and more once she is elected  
22nd District’s State Representative. 

Sarah Ellis
Plainville

It’s time to retire Martin
If there’s one thing everyone can

agree on, it’s that Bristol is a blue-col-
lar town. Before there was an Industrial
Era, Bristolites harnessed waterpower
to make wooden wall clocks. Wood
eventually gave way to brass, and then
to steel, but Bristol hands continued
to make precision equipment for the 
entire world. So, if Bristol is all about
working men and women, why is
Henri Martin so anti-labor?

He voted against the Paid Family
and Medical Leave Act (which gives
paid leave to workers caring for a
family member with a serious health
condition or a new child, or dealing
with an emergency caused by a family
member on active duty, or victims of
family violence). 

In 2019, he voted against raising the
minimum wage for the first time in
years. And this year Henri voted against
bringing a “Fair Rent Commission” to
Bristol, which would protect renters
from abusive landlords. And that’s just
the tip of the iceberg. Legislators don’t
have to choose between workers and
employers – compromise is very pos-
sible. But Henri has a “100%” voting
record with CBIA (the Connecticut
Business and Industry Association). 
He sides with them, and not us. 

It’s time to retire Henri Martin. 
Please join me in voting for Greg

Hahn for State Senate in November.
Kim Caron

Bristol

Letters to the EditorLetters to the Editor

In referring to the proposed City Charter Changes as “house-
keeping” matters, the City Council is being disrespectful, 
patronizing, and perhaps deceitful, in dealing with New Britain 
voters.

Charter revisions are not insignificant “housekeeping” mat-
ters; they are fundamentally important provisions to the way the 
city will do business for decades to come. These changes will 
long outlast and empower the current administration and should 
be viewed in that light. The proposed ballot question (Question 
#2) should be provided to the voters with the detail and clarity 
needed to allow the public to be fully informed about the impact 
of their votes. Proposed changes, as state statute requires, 
should clearly state the intent and purpose of each proposal. As 
manipulated by the Council, that is not the case in New Britain.

While the Charter Revision Commission was true to the 
statutory charge and proposed four specific and informative 
questions, the Council, for some unknown reason, threw out 
three questions and substituted one generic, non-specific, poorly 
worded question with no informational context.

For example, The Charter Commission was specific in ask-
ing: “Shall the positions of Revenue Collector and Town and 
City Clerk be changed from elected to civil service, appointed 
positions? (Effective 2025)”

The Council question that will now appear on the ballot 
makes no mention of the elimination of the popular elections 
for important city positions and simply asks:

Question 2: “Should the remainder of the changes [all of 
them] to the city charter, as recommended by the charter revi-
sion commission be approved?”

No detail, no explanation of the impact on popular elections, 
no context and no estimate of cost. The failure to provide such 
important information neither meets the standards of transpar-
ency, nor the spirit of the state statute.

In addition, it should be noted that the Council’s unspecified 
proposed charter changes in Question #2 will impact civil ser-
vice provisions, deprive voters of their right to elect certain city 
officials, and make highly paid administrative positions subject 
to patronage, favoritism and cronyism as future mayors will 
have the authority to unilaterally appoint these positions. Other 
changes will add unspecified new costs for new high priced 
administrative positions and related staff apparently designed 
to relieve the mayor of certain duties. Again, with no stated 
justification, this will leave taxpayers to bear the full costs of 
both the mayor’s salary, who is already responsible for overall 
administration, and a new administrative czar who will have 
the same responsibilities as the mayor, be appointed through the 
patronage system and who will be paid a substantial six figure 
salary. Do we really need both?

In many, if not most, communities that employ a Chief 
Operations Officer (COO) or City Manager, with comprehen-
sive administrative authority, the position of mayor is reduced to 
a part-time ceremonial job to avoid additional cost and admin-
istrative duplication. While not disputing the need for strong 
professional management, many students of public adminis-
tration would see the retention of both a full-time mayor and 
a highly salaried COO as a duplicative expenditure, leading to 
more bureaucracy and a fragmentation of authority.

Questions on the ballot should neither be obscure by intent, 
nor deceptive by omission. They should be clear, informative, 
and state the purpose, impact and cost of the proposition. 
Making changes to the city’s governing document, it’s Charter, 
is serious business and the Council does a profound disservice 
to New Britain voters when it fails to trust us with the infor-
mation, we need to make informed decisions. Without this 
basic information, voters are being denied what they need to 
intelligently vote on these important matters. And without the 
information, voters should answer the Council’s ill-conceived 
Question #2 with a resounding no.

If Council members want an informed vote, and they should, 
a far better job in providing voters with the information they 
need to comprehend the impact and actual cost of the proposed 
changes must be done. Until then, voters would protect their 
interests by voting “NO” on Charter Question # 2.

—
Don DeFronzo was mayor in New Britain from 1989-1993


